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Topics we will cover



History and Mission of Special Collections



Genealogical Resources



Beginning Genealogical Packets

Five Generation Ancestor 
Chart
Family Group Sheet
Resource Checklist for our 
collections
Migration route maps, 
relationship chart, and 
more! 



Books and Periodicals 

Genealogical histories and 
guides

Resources on different ethnic 
groups 

Regional resources 

Journals, newsletters, and 
magazine from societies, 
associations, and organizations 



Genealogical Resources

Individual Memoirs

Family Narratives and 
Genealogies

Genealogy Vertical Files

Scott County Iowa 
Genealogical Certificates



Searching the Catalog

Search Options

Select the library and collection to 
search

Libraries- Davenport Main 
Library

Collections- Special Collections

Click- Set Search Options



Vital Records 

Birth records (Iowa starts 1880)
Records, Registers, and 
Returns

Marriage records
Records, Registers, Licenses, 
Certificates, and 
Applications

Death records (Iowa starts 1880)
Records, Registers, and 
Certificates



Scott County Records

Divorce Records & Packets, 1854-1973
Probates & Wills, 1838-1994
Naturalization Records, 1848-1929
Land Records, 1838-1918



Scott County Records
MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

Coroner's Reports, 1902-1957

Historical Case Files, pre-1850

Old Age Pension Dockets, 1934-1937

Mother's and Widow's Pension Records

Old Age Assistance Head Tax, 1934

Soldier's Discharge Records, World War I

District Court Records, 1838-1844 and 1857-
1901

Property Tax Records, 1849-1906

Criminal Case Files, 1923-1954, 1955-1960

Criminal Case Files on CD, 1855-1933 and 
1955-1979



Scott County Records
MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS

Law and Equity Case Files, 1910-1978

District Court Packets, pre-1877

District Court Records including Law and 
Equity Case Files and Criminal Case Files are 
indexed in the following books:

District Court Calendar, 1855-1921. (SC 
977.769 Dis)

Scott County Iowa Numerical Index of District 
Court Cases Found on Microfilm (SC977.769 
Sco)

Military Records

County Board of Supervisor Minutes and City 
County Proceedings & Minutes



Church & Cemetery Records

Church Records
Microfilmed records of baptisms 
and marriages
Books – histories, records, and 
indices        

Cemetery Records
Histories, internment  records, 
maps, and gravestone inscriptions



Newspapers
Davenport IA Newspapers

1838-current Various titles published 
daily, weekly, morning, or evening 1860-
1918 with gaps 
GERMAN LANGUAGE Various titles 
published daily and weekly

County | Regional | State

1933-1943 Scott County Tribune [IA]

1968-2018 North Scott Press [IA]

1941-2014 Catholic Messenger [IA]

1986-2008 Leader [Moline IL]

1850-1880 Muscatine [IA] various titles

1856-1901 Clinton [IA] various titles

1860-1865 Burlington [IA] various titles

1860-1985 Wheatland [IA] various titles

1861-1922 DeWitt [IA] various titles

1884-1992 Port Byron Globe [IL] 

1963-2017 Des Moines Register [IA]



Military Records 
Civil War, WWI, WWII, & Korea
Enlistment & Discharge Records
Roster & Registrations
Compiled war records and index
Returns for RIA & Camp McClellan
Grand Army of the Republic records
Roll of Honor
Histories including one on the 
seven rendezvous camps in 
Davenport
Oral histories



Local Database Search

This index can help you 
search across several of 
our collections 
Abstracted Names from 
the Davenport Democrat 
and Leader newspaper
(1899-1944)



Local History Resources



Local History Books

Genres and topics of books
Histories

Works of Local Authors

& Fiction

Cookbook Collection

Music & Art 

Local Government 
Documents

All books are cataloged in the 
Library's online catalog.

http://rivershare.polarislibrary.com/search/searchresults.aspx?ctx=14.1033.0.0.1&type=Keyword&term=Susan%20Glaspell&by=KW&sort=RELEVANCE&limit=TOM=*&query=&page=0&searchid=4


Local History Books & Periodicals

City & County Directories

County Histories (1882, 
1910, 1991)

Annals of Iowa & 
Palimpsest

Contemporary Club and 
Tuesday Club papers



School Records and Collections

Collection contain materials 
from various levels of 
education including: 

Primary School
Middle School
Secondary School
Postsecondary/Tertiary 
School 

The schools include public 
and private institutions



Archive and Manuscript Collections

Local organizations and societies records 
including: 

Social, Political, Fraternal Societies & 
Clubs 

Personal papers

Business records

Subject or Individuals’ Collections 

Davenport City Archives



Archive and Manuscript Collections
Formats found in the 
collections

Correspondence 
Diaries/Journals
Business Documents/
Receipts 
Postcards 
Photographs
Writings
& more!



Archive and Manuscript Collections

1989-01: Corbin Manuscript Collection
Central and Western Massachusetts 
covering the time period 1650-1850.

-transcribed vital records
-bible records
-family histories
-available at DPL on microfilm



Archive and Manuscript Collections

2000-11: Ancient Order of Hibernians meeting minutes (1897-
1909)

2013-23: David Adams Genealogy Collection 
2003-04: Mueller/Koehler families materials 
2012-25: Don and Marietta Southwood collection
2002-24: Wasson, Jennings, Mandel and Bockenfeld family history 

collection 
2006-04: Schick Family Photos, Genealogy, & Records



Archive and Manuscript Collections

Searching the Archive 
and Manuscript Catalog

Search by keywords, 
title, creator, subject, 
notes, and identifier.
Browse by collections, 
subject, and names. 

archives.davenportlibrary.com



Photograph Collections

60,000 images of 
Davenport, Scott 
County and Quad-City 
area people and places. 
The Hostetler Studio 
and Free Studio in 
Davenport. 



Photograph Collections





Upper Mississippi Valley Digital Image Archive



Maps & Architectural Drawings

Highlights from the collection
Maps
Plats
Atlases
Priester Construction 
drawings
Temple & Burrows 
Architectural Firm 
drawings



Maps & Architectural Drawings



Ephemera Collection 

Posters
Ticket stubs
Programs
Calendars
Political flyers
Business flyers
& more!



Audio-Visual & Oral History Collections

Musical and Sound Recordings
Films and Video Recordings
Oral History Recordings



Primary Selections from Special Collections 
Blog



Services & Tools



Services
Reference

Copies of 
records 
In-depth 
research 
services

Reproductions
Image 
Textual 
Materials 
Audio-Visual 
Materials 

Programming & 
Instruction

Genealogy Classes 
& Events
Local History 
Lecture Series 
QC Archives Fair
Opening the Box
Preservation 
Workshop 
Author Talks
Paleography
Book Arts 



Programs & Exhibits
Programs
Quad Cites Archives Fair 
Opening the Box
Main Menu
#ColorOurCollections
Preservation Workshop Series
Local History Programs
& More!

Exhibits & Displays
Special Collections Book Displays 
& Exhibits 
Special Collections at all library 
branches
Traveling Displays and Exhibits  



Special Collections on the Library’s website



Research Guides



Technology Equipment 
KIC Scanner
Digital and Manual 
Microfilm Readers
Digitization Stations 



Step 1

Initial Intake

Contacting Special 
Collections

Donor meeting

Decision and 
archival appraisal

Deed of Gift and 
donation 

acknowledgement

Step 2

Processing

Organization

Rehousing

Basic preservation 
and conservation

Step 3

Description

Catalog

Finding Aid

Step 4 

Access

Research Use 

Digitization

The Donation Process



Our greatest resource is our staff





Thank You!
CONTACT US
Richardson-Sloane Special Collections Center
Davenport Public Library
321 Main Street, Davenport, IA
Email specialcollections@davenportlibrary.com
Phone (563) 326-7902

SEARCH OUR COLLECTIONS
Davenport Public Library Website
www.davenportlibrary.com
Archive & Manuscript Catalog 
https://archives.davenportlibrary.com/ 
Upper Mississippi Valley Digital Image Archive 
www.umvphotoarchive.org 

FOLLOW US
Instagram @davenportspecialcollections
Facebook @davenportlibrarysc
Blog https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/
Quarterly Newsletter: 
https://www.davenportlibrary.com/programs-
events/newsletters

https://blogs.davenportlibrary.com/sc/
https://www.davenportlibrary.com/programs-events/newsletters

